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An overview of activities carried out by 
Stop Killer Robots from April 2021 to March 2022
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Our mission

We didn’t expect a campaign to Stop 
Killer Robots to be needed in the 
world - but it is . With growing digital
dehumanisation, the Stop Killer Robots 
coalition works to ensure human control 
in the use of force. Our campaign
works for an international legal treaty 
to prohibit autonomous weapons 
systems that would target humans or 
that would operate without meaningful 
human control - a treaty that contains 
rules to protect our humanity.
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The campaign to 
Stop Killer Robots is 
working for a world:

• in which we respect each
other’s inherent dignity;

• where we all take responsibility for
how our choices regarding technology
change the relationships between
us, individually and collectively;

• in which technology is developed and
used to promote peace, justice, human
rights, equality and respect for law; and

• where people work together, as activists,
to build a better society and overcome
inequalities and systems of oppression.

It is a world that rejects the automation
of killing and instead, promotes the
principle of human control over emerging
technologies that affect our lives, livelihoods,
and relations with each other.

Towards that
vision, we seek:

• to build and strengthen social norms
that reject autonomous killing by
machine in warfare, policing, border
control and other circumstances;

• to demand meaningful human control,
which ensures responsibility and
accountability, in any use of force;

• to counter digital dehumanisation and to
protect human rights, now and in the future;

• to build recognition that we are
individually and collectively responsible for
developing and shaping the technologies
that frame interaction between us;

• to challenge the inequalities and
oppressions in society that are reproduced
or exacerbated through technology.

Our vision



The Stop Killer Robots campaign 
enjoyed a busy and successful period in 
2021 and began the new year in a strong 
position to influence states towards 
negotiations on a new international 
treaty on autonomous weapon systems. 

This report summarises key 
achievements over the past year.

Achievements in 2021
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Establishing bold political 
leadership and cooperation



● Through a combination of individual and group 
statements made at the CCW, a total of 70 countries 
are now calling for a legally binding instrument 
with a combination of both prohibitions and 
regulations on autonomous weapon systems. 

● The campaign maintained a strong presence and 
engagement at the CCW during 20 days of meetings 
of the GGE in addition to the 6th Review Conference 
in December 2021, making statements and lobbying 
government officials throughout. Our presence drove 
widespread recognition that new international law is 
the only credible response to the urgent and 
existential threat to humanity posed by autonomous 
weapon systems.

● In May 2021, the ICRC developed its position by 
calling for new legally binding rules on 
autonomous weapon systems. This position is aligned 
with the campaign’s vision and has fueled political 
momentum and policy coherence on the issue. 
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ESTABLISHING BOLD POLITICAL LEADERSHIP AND COOPERATION



● Our campaign’s call for new legally binding rules on 
autonomous weapon systems continues to draw 
support from UN leadership including the United 
Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres who 
delivered a statement at the CCW 6th Review 
Conference calling for states to urgently agree to 
limits on the use of autonomy in weapon systems. 
Awareness of the issues with autonomy in weapons 
grew amongst UN office holders, featuring in a report
of the Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons 
with disabilities.

● The campaign has focused efforts on expanded 
outreach with a broad group of stakeholders from 
human rights, tech, interfaith, military, and youth 
communities. We reached new audiences through 
outreach at RightsCon, a joint interfaith statement, 
and continued partnership building, establishing the 
broad risks that autonomous weapons pose to society 
and our relationship with technology. 

● An international petition launched by Stop Killer 
Robots and Amnesty International, calling on states 
to develop new international law for autonomous 
weapons and end digital dehumanisation, was signed 
by 20,000+ individuals around the world. 
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ESTABLISHING BOLD POLITICAL LEADERSHIP AND COOPERATION

https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=A%2FHRC%2F49%2F52&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop
https://www.stopkillerrobots.org/news/rightscon-preventing-digital-dehumanisation-2/
https://sgi-ouna.org/joint-interfaith-statement-on-killer-robots


Building policy coherence and 
strengthening our expert voice



● Through briefings with diplomats and government 
officials and publication of detailed policy briefs 
throughout the year, the campaign helped establish 
policy coherence and drove a shift in policy 
development, resulting in the majority of states 
calling for a combination of legal prohibitions and 
regulations to ensure meaningful human control over 
the use of force. 

● At the end of 2021 the Stop Killer Robots staff team 
expanded to include a new Research and 
Monitoring team. The team aims to establish the 
campaign as a leading authority on the hazards of 
autonomous decision making and autonomous 
weapon systems as well as on international policy 
positions and action on this issue.

BUILDING POLICY COHERENCE AND STRENGTHENING OUR EXPERT VOICE



An active campaign network 
communicating a bold vision



● The campaign staff grew to an eight-person team
in 2021, expanding capacity to implement our 
strategic plan and activities, and shape political and 
public will to support the beginning of treaty 
negotiations.

● The Stop Killer Robots coalition membership grew 
to 183 organisations in 66 countries, an increase in 
membership of 5% from the previous year.

● Two cycles of the Small Grants Programme (April-
September, September-March) funded $417,000 to 
campaign members to do their work at the national, 
regional, and thematic level – supporting national 
activities in 28 countries and regional projects in 
Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, the Pacific 
Islands, and MENA. 

● Our hosting of the Humanitarian Disarmament 
Forum throughout 2021 created a space for 
intersectional, equitable, and anti-racist learning and 
commitments to strengthen commitments to 
diversity, equity, and inclusion within our coalition 
and community, demonstrated by a joint civil society 
statement on Race and Intersectionality in 
Humanitarian Disarmament delivered by Stop  Killer 
Robots at the UNGA First Committee.

AN ACTIVE CAMPAIGN NETWORK COMMUNICATING A BOLD VISION
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https://express.adobe.com/page/1MTXWEF9pCN5H/
https://express.adobe.com/page/1MTXWEF9pCN5H/
https://reachingcriticalwill.org/images/documents/Disarmament-fora/1com/1com21/statements/8Oct_humanitarian-disarm.pdf
https://reachingcriticalwill.org/images/documents/Disarmament-fora/1com/1com21/statements/8Oct_humanitarian-disarm.pdf


● Stop Killer Robots successfully launched our new 
branding, website and brand video in October 2021. 
Our redeveloped brand presents automated harm, 
digital dehumanisation and autonomy in weapons 
systems as accessible issues to facilitate public, 
political and media interest as we enter into a crucial 
campaigning period.

● Also in October 2021, Stop Killer Robots and 
Amnesty International launched our joint Global 
Action ‘Escape the Scan’. We created an innovative 
campaign action that centred around an interactive 
social media filter linked to the Stop Killer Robots 
global petition. Escape the Scan was complemented 
by a successful social media campaign, video 
production and a visual stunt where members of the 
public could interact with the filter in real life. The 
petition collected 17,000 signatures in just 4 weeks.

AN ACTIVE CAMPAIGN NETWORK COMMUNICATING A BOLD VISION
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https://www.stopkillerrobots.org/
https://www.stopkillerrobots.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-PVmPbFJm9E
https://www.instagram.com/ar/541372470345564/
https://www.instagram.com/ar/541372470345564/
https://www.stopkillerrobots.org/now
https://www.instagram.com/stories/highlights/17857477703618648/
https://www.instagram.com/stories/highlights/17857477703618648/
https://www.instagram.com/stories/highlights/17857477703618648/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vABTmRXEQLw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vABTmRXEQLw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=77oKQoFupJM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=77oKQoFupJM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=77oKQoFupJM


● Media coverage of Stop Killer Robots’ activities 
and messaging in 2021 was widespread and 
purposeful. Stop Killer Robots spokespeople were 
quoted in The New York Times, the Guardian, 
Reuters, Associated Press, The Washington Post, ABC, 
the BBC, Al Jazeera, Fortune and across Europe and 
the world in regional and national media including 
Switzerland and France.

● Stop Killer Robots continued work towards the 
upcoming release our short documentary film 
‘Immoral Code’. The film examines the impact of 
killer robots in an increasingly automated world - one 
where machines make decisions over who to kill or 
what to destroy. Are there situations where it’s 
morally and socially acceptable to take life, and 
importantly - would a computer know the difference? 
Immoral Code was selected as a ‘Vimeo Staff Pick’ 
for 2022. 

● The ‘Immoral Code’ film will be complemented by a 
dedicated and innovative digital and real-life 
campaign and website which will reach out to 
people of varied demographics around the world and 
drive them to increase our petition numbers.

AN ACTIVE CAMPAIGN NETWORK COMMUNICATING A BOLD VISION
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https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/17/world/robot-drone-ban.html
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/dec/02/us-rejects-calls-regulating-banning-killer-robots
https://www.reuters.com/world/un-chief-urges-action-killer-robots-geneva-talks-open-2021-12-13/
https://apnews.com/article/technology-business-europe-geneva-united-nations-556a0dad060893c769d0daa0bdf6af10
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/12/16/world-can-halt-an-arms-race-over-killer-robots-why-is-biden-administration-standing-way/
https://abcnews.go.com/Technology/wireStory/nations-renew-talks-killer-robots-deal-hopes-narrow-81770575
https://twitter.com/ImogenFoulkes/status/1470312352402874368
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/12/18/un-talks-fail-to-open-negotiations-on-killer-robots
https://fortune.com/2021/12/22/killer-robots-ban-fails-un-artificial-intelligence-laws/
https://www.euronews.com/2021/12/13/a-threat-to-humanity-ngos-and-activists-call-for-a-ban-on-the-use-of-killer-robots
https://www.lematin.ch/story/les-robots-tueurs-au-cur-de-tractations-diplomatiques-a-geneve-584144580242
https://twitter.com/infofrance2/status/1471067762034454536


Finance and Governance



The Stop Killer Robots campaign is not an 
independently registered entity at this time. Campaign 
co-founder Mines Action Canada (MAC), a registered 
Canadian non-profit incorporation, is the fiscal and legal 
sponsor for the Stop Killer Robots campaign. Human 
Rights Watch (HRW) acts as the fiscal sponsor of the 
charitable giving program of the campaign. Both 
organizations serve on the Steering Committee.

During the reporting period, the campaign received the 
majority of its funding through the Geneva-based Swiss 
Philanthropy Foundation who passes on the funding to 
Mines Action Canada to be overseen by the campaign’s 
Treasurer.

Our audited financial statements follow. Our auditors 
examine the financial statements annually to confirm 
that the accounts conform to legal and statutory 
requirements. Our current auditors are Parker Prins 
Lebano Chartered Professional Accountants.

Finance
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The Campaign to Stop Killer Robots is overseen by a 
Steering Committee comprised of 10 organizations. 

Steering Committee members are responsible for the 
governance of the Campaign – this includes membership, 
small grants, finance, and human resources – as well as 
guidance on policy development and strategy.

Governance
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Amnesty International 
Article 36 

Association for Aid Relief Japan 
Human Rights Watch 

International Committee for Robot Arms Control (ICRAC) 
Mines Action Canada (MAC) 

PAX 
Pugwash Conferences on Science and World Affairs

(until August 2021)
Seguridad Humana en Latino América y el Caribe (SEHLAC) 

Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF)

Our Steering Committee



Staff Team



The coalition is supported and 
energised by a young Staff Team 
who liaise with governments and 
campaign members, design 
inspiring communications 
materials and stay up to speed on 
the latest developments in 
weapons, robotics and artificial 
intelligence. 

This staff team is coordinated 
and supported by Article 36, a 
specialist organisation that 
brings the experience of 
developing two international 
legal treaties and two further 
international political 
declarations, all on issues relating 
to weapons and the protection of 
civilians.
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Catherine Connolly
Monitoring & Research Manager

Clare Conboy 
Media & Communications Manager

Farah Bogani
Project Officer (until December 2021)

Gugu Dube
Researcher

Hélène Abi Assi
Communications Officer

Isabelle Jones 
Campaign Outreach Manager 

Ousman Noor 
Government Relations Manager 

Sai Bourothu
Researcher

Richard Moyes 
Campaign Coordinator 



Statement of Operations For Year Ended 31 March, 2022

Financial Statement
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